
cELEsrL\r iÈ Eorrro-rrl

"[: -.i--; h'ire' p.at e. l-, ''.r .' 'ns r.il
i: i:-.::.' B;irilen museC. ',\ monJ:l
-\ çal-'"
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l:t cnrile u-as burned almost to the
- :rtâce of t]le rable on u hich it sat.

-Ul others had long.ince returned

to their tents for sleep, some at his

command, but A1<odo Shigctoshi did
: :t ::.: ir:: q:: i\ei r,ere red aud
b;ean: but ther remained -sharp as

even He peered at the endless series

ol maps, the trays upon trays of
stone markers indicating the di{lerent

units and regiments assembled at

the southern front. And he looked

at the massive tome that had not left
his side in o\er a ycan Ir wa. a gaijin

tome, but one that had become a

part ol the Lion's way of war.

\\ras it the exhaustion, or something
else that made Shigetoshi'q-lrçad

s$im at the thought ol the h'ar

dragging on Ionger He rubbed his

hand acro.s hi. lac,, then at his ere..

He struggled desperately lo calculate

d ne\\ itrateg: a di[Ierettt tacric.

anything that \\ ould change the dde

of the batde.

'lbu must not despair."

Shigetoshi looked up quickly to see

a young woman standing in the tent.

He had not he:rrcl hcr cnten Shc u'as

lanrililr to hi:1. oJ- c,rrrr:e . lltL he r,.l'
still unaccustomed to the jade hand

at her rrist. "Benila," he said.

llatsu Benika, Hand of theJade
Sun- dicl not sccm to respond to hcr

name. 'You musr ptsrsevere.'she
cautioned him. "The Destroyers can

be sroppcd. '

"I hale done e\.eryrhing I know to

do." Shigetoshi adnitted. "Our men

claim ten of the beasts lor cvery
Jife n'e lose, and still their ranks are

like the rvaves on the sea. They are

rvithout end. The lion can defeat

any foe on the battlefield, but a loe

rvhose ranks cannot be exhausted?

How can such a thing even exist?"
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"\bu must hoid an." Bcaila said.

''There is a birde àar iras not let
beerr drarrn- \\ cc:- :: is. the dde can

rurn, il odv rhr courage cal be had
to rrield it.''

"\Vhat do ro: nean?" Shieetoshi

demanded.

Benika clid n.,- =ti::-i:-:t:

It rvas a fielc c,; mucl. Thtre rtcrc
sparr lrits of grus here and there,
: -,::. ii -athâd-nôt'bt)r]n rdmplctc]f
dtrolec ':' rlrl rtlclir-. leet ol
thousandsl:::- r- ::-i-ri :r'
ironclad nic:-r: -::--. ::-i -.:: l--r

had gr, 'rr n .il.. = 
-1.-'. . :: j.:::... :.r.:

passed on- Bu: ier r-:. iq::.---r: .

leu. and lor rl.e :r',.::r- --:., :.t.:
was nothing bui a r-æi a:d e=pr
expanse ol mud.

A portion of the mud shimmered
and moved, then l'as still. .àrother
section did thc same, then another
and molher: Someoxe-waiching
I'om alar miqhr rhinL that the mud
\\ as gently lapping as the ocean

might against thc shore, but the truth
rr as lar deadlier

-\t the end of the mud field, a
man rose and disappeared into
the rocks, folloled br morc than
a dozen others. l-hev rçere barelr
recoglizable as rlen. cor ered ir mud
and birs of p[.rc:.. Thcr ]u, 

"i. 
i e.

if the eanh had risen and l allied
rn,'nq t]re rocks.

"Thc De-"trovers' rcar linc is a mik
ahead," orre ol thr nren said. hi.
voice awhisper ''\bur orders. mr'
lord?"

One ol the men liped a patch of
mud from his shoulder- retealing
the insignia ol the Hiruma House
Guard. "First rve search the ruins of
Kyuden Hida," he said. "Then w-e

kill every gaijin demon rve find."
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Shiba T.ull::li ::." û upon tlle ceilins.

To a differtn::L- s:reh a

perspecrirc nt-:- :r :erplexing.
bur .\alu Bu.--: :,d long since

learned ro aii::r :i: :tlse to such a
-,-hins. "Greejn:s- I;:. Tsul<imi," he

sa.i.l:alnir,

T:-,1Ë:::: ::,r:-:i-'::: :: :ourse
-: .. -. -.: : . - .:. - --G: . irrq..
:r:-;-:: B:-.:ir:,- tr :::: :l:c dar-

ild: rou lceJ.'-

"lfhe day finds me .at peaçç;- -_
B rslril' n rcplicd. "l can ask lor t: '

--)h :r::: :: r::-:-::-:::: ::ar that."
T ,'-:.-:ii - ::-i r.::. : : :: :: ::i m\

:-i::"r i- i-::: :: i:r::l'. t- Ir is not

"-:-'..\l__...--.....JcdK.

"I 
=tal ,ri girin;a:t:rt. of

cousÊ- Bu.hilie;: -.;::. "I irould
not Pr€sume Io :-li;i :: ::artial
peace ro a leqendar "r:-,lr such as

lourself "

Tsukimi smil.c. 1 ;' :. .,=-.r frorn.
"Do vou thinli rt: :'-.:.d come dorln
from there? I apoi--:iz: r'lt I fild it
reru dificult to hi,: : j :.\ersarion

in this manner."

"Ol comse." Bushilie:- :a:d. flippirg
dorrl lrom the hand.ra:d::e had
bern n:airtainirg ::rop a suile

:. : - ^ "-L ' :- :h, r' 'rtLinq.
n :.. "-:. 1...4.. . ._.:_-.. Iao\':

Gulimi's smile seemed sad. "ft is

time." she said.

R,..t,:1, , . ,rl,"r- :l 1.. .'\\-,r. rren."

'1\a:.-- :he coruuned. "Tirc

\bbanjin are rcuted. The Dark
Oracle seems to har e lost his zest lor
rçar rrith rhe rr-ounds he suffered.

Our land. are sale no\\:"

'l$d so at peace \\ e must s€ek war,"
Bushiken said darkh:

'At peace, we must help bring
peâce to others," Tsukimi corrected.
"Our resources are thin, however.

We require your inquisitors Lo be

marshalecl in full. They must travel
to the south and aid our meager
forces there."
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- .N)ew Rules ond Wor.dings -

llost ol the cards tn Bç;fàre the Dau t arc
going to be compatible with the rules

changes in the upcomine L5R base set,

Emperor Edition, and rvill be legal lor
play in that enironmcnt, Because ol this.

tlte r uJ, . and wordjnq lur {omc e\i.ri 'l
effects has chanecd slightly: Carù
printed prior r" BcJnrc tb Daa n loll. ", i'l'
previous Celestial Edition rules. u.!.:
the rulebook and all rulesheets prior io

- f4ondatory tar.geling in ihe
constyûinl block -

Starting with cards printed. in Before the

Doau. u a, tion 
" 

mandarory ra-q, rirq
requircmcnts (if any) rvill be printed ir
the constraints block, benreen the nrr:
colons. Any tar€ieting in the c{Iecr. block

of these cards is not manclato4: ard iI is

carried out as e{Iects resolve. Horç:r-er.

targeting in Ranged Àttacls Iiom iese
cards is still required. and carrie<1 ,;ut

s' l ',,- 'r, I "r:"ri . (u. oerfn::.ing
choiLe. r d'.,n.uairi hlu,t :dE, ig
hur-h ha,rpcr in r}e "rpiicir peri. nr'nq

a:,,i r, q'rir.d rers.tirrg' .r.p of iÈ

acron. in the order thel are print€d.

belore costs are paid.

lor esample. if a Before the Da*u tard
lud the action "Battle: 'Iarget an

enemy Personaliq'and pa-v 2 Golil: Gain
I Honor Yo'r ma) rdrgcl one o[ h.,

attachments. Bow the targeted carCs,-'

the Personality targeting would be

mandarol: rrrd hrppen bclor" pa'.ine

"6'r. Bg l,- .,r'ir hmcr, ',"q, ring i. nor

: :: :r :'-:: : r . I: : r.: -- 1: l:,:; -l r:r: tlfect .. .

resolution, a{ier you gain the Honoq and

the targeted Personality doesn't hai c to

have an attachment lor the action to be

taken lega1ly.

Targeting in the constraint block can

be nrade op'ional u.ine the phra"e 'rou
mar" - lôr errmplc Trrgcr a San,rrri.
and you may target a Shugenja:" 'fhis

ldnd of oprional rrrgeiire lrappenr il
the required tarseting step, but is rrot

rcquired in order to legallv take the

âc1ion.

We madc this chànge to maLe it clearer
uhat is rnd i"n t required in an aetion.

Norg all rcquirements o1' perforning,
tar€ieting, conditions and costs can he
found in an action's constraints block.

- Tenains -
Starting with cards pnntcd in Bçfore

the Dawn,'lettains put themselves into
play through a printed abiliq' ("Battle:
Put this card into play at the current
hatrl, Feld in"t-ad ol through "
rulebook efÈct, and their effects come
ùom continuous traits or ongoing
ttlic:: ,rl'ille erterins-plav abilit\,. One
i.::-:tc-:_::-:r ir ::::: inme c,l rhe efIècts

::-:::-' Tt:::: a:, aa.:,:a:r:a ir,:r::r.,

B-_- r.. : :. i.- :. : :: : -v_r;l-. ir.

Lontinuous e titrb or ir r.( h [-min.

--\===l3+*l'+taA"^''o-Èffiand scr cannot be rÊgatedby Hand 0f the

Jadt Drugon or similar effccts.

'f he ncl Terr;rins do not folioit ndebook

rule,. about enterile plar: or rulebook

rrle: aboui rhe cluraion of dreir efl-ecr..

be caa,.c rlc:e rhins: arc erplicidr prhied
on dre card- Ttrrair: sdll follorç the

:-iies abour nor beins legalh pla\-abie

:i a Tenain alreacil i: in plal at the

bardefreld. anrl :rill are discarded dudrg
a batde's Final Steps.

\\i made lhe.e c\mg-..o rh,r Tcrrain"
sould follorç dre rule: on Strategv cards

more closelr:

- "Âs a Focus €ffect" -

Starting with cards pÀntecl in Bçfore the

Dawn, the "Ibcus Eflect:" shorthand

is replaccd by dre phrase 'As a lbcus
Eflect," in somc cards' traits. The new

phrase neans the same thing: thc text

aftcr':\ a Focu: Eiïecr.'is loilorrcd onlv
ii rht c:rrd i: t :ht ncr:tc. card. :irr-a of

-\ a nel rule. a plarcr has

Reconnaissance at a panicular battleteld
il he or she has targeted the batdefield's

pror ince thi: rurn $ith a Rccon action.

It is also possible for an e{Iect to grant
Reconnaissancc directlv to a pla)tr at

a batdefield. Having Recomraissancc

is a condition lor certain other actions

and eflects. This ncw rule shortens the

wording of conditions that dcpend on

Recon actions having bcen taken.

- €ntering-ploy cosls -

Effeci: drat put a card inlo play now
explicidr- sat rvhether its costs arc to

bc paid or not. Howeveq the default

Celestial Edition rule that costs must

bc parcl r. sûLl rn cllcct.

- Not€s on Specific Cords -

A Qhæpion in Court: Substituting

one Personality for another in a tluel
meani that the new Persona.lifv takes

-\{:.,ùe'. '' ,r" - '' I

an4j. r . . ... .. -._ * .- .-

while re oid Persnalir learrs that role

and is no longer inrohcd in the duel.

Brot-hers in Battle: Bc,th the Forre

l::,,:, and abilitl. are dependent on
: : ::n an rrmy with the orher". lf the

:i.:. i. u"ed. lo.r bc, ause rhn condirion

!ça: : lr met, and then gained again
bec:-:e thc condition rvas met, it is still
conliered to have been used that turn.

Shæate Keep: The trâit ellècti\cl_v
men that your Paragons hare a

Perso:al Honor equal to their base PH
rçhen rirev are ciishonora'nie.

Yoritomo Tuao: 'lhe rules br delauli
on1l- :Jlow targeting of a card in plar:

so the only card out of pla_v that can

be tarEetcd b1 Lhi' a, tion is a t aid ir
lour hand (because the mentioning
of th, ]rarrd as an ,'ur-of-plar locarion

overcomes the default rule).

- The lnperial {ssembly -

a iriel. iumq rhe ''Focu EfIecr. re:ohe' Br joinine the Inperial Asscmbly you

step of the duel. \\è made this change carr not onlv influence the lulure of vour

.., .-!o--al.oid çonfusion betweçt-r-.&çulEfleeis**-Ç,14n, ge : ::r-1,1, ::,: .. :

and boldlàccd action tle signalols. of L5R, æd get exclusirc prcmos, 1ou
can also exchange your Koku îor rare

cards.

- Having Reconncissanæ -
To learn more about the Imperial
Assembly visit L5R.com today!

- Save !-or.u Koku -
On Starrer Decks and booster purk" ffifu. Koku is the cu116açy q1 ll.kugan, and

you will fincl Iloku . AW;ç-#.b. for vou it crn mean free rarcsl
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