sawa . Hinata
l‘éﬂongside many of her kinsmen;
(a5 well as a lasge contingent from
severd! other clans. There were among

them a number of Lion, and she could .

sense their angry glances, but she
afforded them not a second thoughl.
Why should she? They were unworthy
of her ‘atieptlon, particularty when
such an” important personage was
Atriving within the Second City.

The cliys northemn gaté was used

" almost. exclusively for “amivals and
departures  between - the  Colontes
and the Cmgrald-Eempire. Depariures
were (oftén cause - for somow, bul
occasiortally - qéfet ¢ celebration,
Likewise. arrivals were most often

" gause for celebrasion, but oécasionally

- guiet concern. Today there was more of
‘the latter than usual, owing primarity
0 the 1mportance of those who were

- said to be-arriving, Positions would
be threatened. The balance’ of power
would shift, politically speaking, and
pechaps in arerias other than politics
as well. Hinata cared nothing for
such trivialities. Bor her, this was a
grand day, and one that would scc
her' ambitions realized by day's end,
or s she hoped: She would. see soon

. enpugh. ’

" The ceremonial palanquins arrived
shortly, and . there - were jar more
of them tham usual. The number
of ‘amvals- following op foot was
appropriately - larger as well, and
Hinata poted inwardly that perhaps
she had underestimated the erormity
of the day. Ultimately, however, jt was
Phoenix business and only Phoenix
business with. which she should
congern: herself; and in_ that wgard

" she “wae well prepared indesd. She

* 4pprodched the palanquin tha: bets
familiar colors and bowed deeply as
the lone occupant emerged: “Good
day and welcome o the Second City,
neble Kurou-sama,™

stood  patiently .

-i8 Tamted?"

Agasha Kurou, master alchemist and

lord of the Agasha family, smited thinly
and offered a short bow.in teturn.
“Isawa Hinata, | presume?” -

“Indeed, my lord. 1 rrust your }oumev
was ot loo unpleasant?”

“Calling it pleasant would be Ioolish.

_but [ have endured worse hardships,”

he said. “Our Unicom escorts kindly
offered us accommodation in Journey’s
End Keep to refresh before our arrivat,
for which T am grateful.”

Hinata smiled. “The Unicom seem 1o

thrive “in-this upusual envizonment,””
she observed. “They have proven
staunch allies here in the Second Ciny”

"‘Having read your reports, which T

found in excelien: defail, T would have
to agree,” Kurou said.: He  glanced
around at the crowd. “T expected a
larger reception, glven the company in
which 1 was traveiing.”

Hinata rtegarded the crowd again.
*This is the largest | have acen in my
time here,” she acknowledged, then
locked back to him. I have heard
rumors of those traveling with you. 1
suppose they must be correct, then.”

“I could not sty what you have heard
one waty or another,” Kurou said. "but
1 do know that the Kuni daimyo was
among those fraveling with me.”

Hinata paused. “Kuni Renyu?” she
asked. “[Gsada’s younger brother?”

“The same,” Kurou confirmed. "A
thoroughly unpleasant man, in my

opinion. *When one spends. too much

time in the conipany of darkness, it

begins to permeate the soul.”

Hinata felr a senise of alarm. “Do you
helieve he was sent here bebausc he

"VVha.t‘x’" Kuroii Iookcd surpnsed “MNo,
1 do not think that. I simply think he is
guite sinister and threatening. T woudd
prefer 1o avoid his company, I think.”

. “Otiiéianding,,

“|, any certain that can be arranged, my .
lord,” Hinata said; her tone revealing
her relief. She frowned at the military
entolrage sarrounding an older Crane
man discinbarking from oné of the
other palanquins. “T am afraid { do not
know that mar, howcever,”

“Hmm?" Kurou loaked around, “Ah,
ves. Daidoji. Tametaka. A senjor
commande? of the Crane military, as
1 understood 1 Not mich of a talker,
that one.”

u«

1see,” Hmata said. She leoked beyond

“the'gaie and saw the assembled Crane" ;

forces C1e¥e; "1 behg:veﬂl

find this anival of pa

although [ doubt it will be much to
thelr liking.”

“The conflict between the Mantis and
the Crane is of no consequence 1o Us
beyond whatever obligations may be in
place for us to assist the Ciane,” Kurou
said. “I do not believe our jong-standing
treaty calis for any particular oblipations
i this instance,. but we should set a
scholar ta the matter to ensure. that our
honor is above reproach,”

“Of course, my lord.”

Kurou nodded. “Very well then.
1 am quite eager to see. what has
been done since the last report that
1 read. However, 1 suspect there are
obligations for new arrivals. Would
that be zorrect?”

“In this instarice, my lord, ves,” Hinata
said, offering a pair of scrofls. “One s
your formal invistion to the govermor's,

‘estaté for dinner this evering. The

athert is a report of the toples I expect *,
wilt be discussed there, so as to ensure

you have the

available ™™
Kurou said. T think
1 will find your service cxccpnomi
Hinata-san.’

—_ New Rules and Notes on Speafic Cards—

If (he.fsheﬂt) wou]d be opposcy is a
condition that depends an the enemy
units at the battleficld at the time it s
checked. It does not take Tnto aceount

triggere] or future effects thal would .

change whether. enemy  units are"
present there.

‘On: Tlie- Honor loss will not -be
redirectest by such effects as Rhetoric
{hat use the word “ingtead,” because
they are substitutiniy - one piayere
Honor loss for anothers

Kakita Ichigiki: The additional

destruction is applied even I the

consequences of losing arc already
destruction.

Goju Bunoro: The vverlaying docs not

~have (o follow the Experienced rules.

Blood - of the Preserver: “Cards
ard tokens stay attached to them”
overrides the tules that created cards
and tokens do not exist outside of
play. An “cntering-play effect” is an
cifect from a i or Reaction. os.a
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conditional effect, that is triggered by
the unit or ifs ¢ards entering play.

Paralyzing Touch: By the rules ont
perorming, “its ‘winner” reférs to the
Personality that won the due] not the
player )

Two-Fald Virtue. This \uﬂ not copy a
Ulnigiie Personailty. )

The New Foundries: If the Spell has
mulkiple element keywords, only one
effect may be chosen.
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